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The 75th Anniversary of the United Nations, and the end of World War II, should inspire deeper
conversations on what freedom, peace and security mean for the next generation.
In 2015, the UN Security Council took a significant step in recognizing the value of youth participation
in this area by adopting

UN Security Council resolution 2250, which urges Member States to give

youth a greater voice in decision-making and to participate meaningfully and comprehensively in
peace processes including in efforts for the prevention and resolution of conflict. From this point, the
international youth, peace and security agenda has seen steady progress and
In 2018, the

made significant gains.

Progress Study on Youth, Peace and Security (YPS) highlighted three key findings: (1)

the positive narrative around youth as an asset, not a problem; (2) a growing mistrust of youth towards
formal political institutions, governments and the multilateral system; and (3) the exclusion of youth
from political, civic, and economic life.
Later that year, a unanimous UN Security Council adopted resolution

2419 (2018) as its second

resolution on youth, peace and security, recognizing the positive role young people can play in
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negotiating and implementing peace agreements and conflict prevention.
In July 2019, the UN Security Council held an

open debate on youth, peace and security where the UN

Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth stated that: “we need to engage young people not only as
beneficiaries, but as equal partners in all our efforts, especially our efforts to prevent conflict and
build peace.”

UN General Assembly Resolution 74/64 (2019) on Youth, Disarmament and Nonproliferation
highlights the
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“important and positive contribution that young people can make to the promotion and

attainment of sustainable peace and security,” and “encourages Member States, the United Nations,
relevant specialized agencies and regional and subregional organizations to promote the meaningful
and inclusive participation of young people in discussions in the field of disarmament and nonproliferation.”
On the nexus, this year, the UN Security Council adopted yet another resolution
recognises the nexus of peace and security and humanitarian issues.

2535 (2020) that also
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Key Messages

By: Regine Guevara, IYC4Peace,
Member, Friends for Leadership

According to the

UN Office for South South Cooperation, countries and regional blocs enjoy

sustainable and just peace because their knowledge and perspectives with regard to the promotion
of peace and development are cross-regionally shared and systematically integrated into peace
efforts. Nevertheless, these options and solutions are not known and/or shared widely and
systematically. It is necessary that Global South partners unconditionally support each other and
promote contextually relevant and inclusive alternatives to guarantee durable peace.
Whilst the majority of resources and mobilization for peace and security are produced in the Global
North, the

Doha Declaration (A/RES/70/174) also calls for the promotion of the rule of law in

respect of cultural identities.
From Asia Pacific, Middle East and North Africa, to Latin America and the Caribbean and Africa,
regions that have shared special locations on the world map, diverse communities of peoples meet,
and continue to exchange ideas, trades and cultures. While the youth did not live to experience the
last world war amongst colonial powers, notwithstanding active intra-national conflicts that persist
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today brought about by the geopolitics of the old world, and the soft powers that have arisen in the
new world order, the youth beg to interrogate an inter-generational legacy in the future we want.
Now more than ever, the COVID-19 pandemic is a wake-up call for institutional reform and
introspection. We dig deeper through the UN Resolutions on meaningful youth engagement in Peace
and Security, by first acknowledging that young people are not homogenous and an ever-transitory
phase, therefore youth discourses are evolutionary. Second, we welcome spaces offered by our
regions and local communities that are gifted with knowledge holders closer to realities on the
ground. And finally, we take it as a constant challenge to break the silos of the local, regional and
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global actors, by rebuilding trust in institutions to uphold their mandates to the peoples.
Truly,

YPS is a universal agenda for all, and genuine policy shifts are taking place, towards long-

term, community-led initiatives that include placing young people in decision-making positions, as
well as approaches that serve to empower regional and local actors to more effectively contribute
to the universal agenda of peace for all.
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#IYC4Peace
Such is the very driving force behind the launch of
#IYC4Peace.
The International Youth Centre Foundation (IYC) Kuala
Lumpur is a partner agency of the Ministry of Youth and
Sports Malaysia, with the patronage of

the late Tan Sri

Kampo Harada from Japan. To mark the 75th anniversary of
the United Nations, IYC aims to be a Centre for Excellence
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in Peace, by working with regional, national and local
institutions to build and bridge the capacities of the next
generation of peacebuilders, and leaders.
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High-Level Panel with P-5 Young Public Servants:
Meaningful Youth Engagement and South-South Cooperation
in Peace and Security
H.E. Ms. Karen Smith, UN Secretary General’s
Special Advisor on Responsibility to Protect

REMOVE ALL OBSTACLES IN YOUTH
PARTICIPATION
We need to pay special attention to young people facing double/ triple marginalization
such as young refugees, young women, etc.
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THERE IS NO ONE SIZE FITS ALL.
Context is very important - for too long, the voices of the marginalised in the South
have not been meaningfully heard. Regional movements underline the importance of
local approaches to peace and security.

#IYC4PEACE
#YOUTH4SOUTH

YOUNG PEOPLE TO REMIND STATES OF THEIR
PROMISES
The commitment to prevent atrocity crimes emphasises on prevention by working hard
to build tolerant, resilient, equal and inclusive societies. Look beyond conflict!
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High-Level Panel with P-5 Young Public Servants:
Meaningful Youth Engagement and South-South Cooperation
in Peace and Security
Dr. Ameena Al Rasheed, Senior Research and
Programme Adviser, UN Office of South-South
Cooperation

SOUTH-SOUTH SOLIDARITY IS A DRIVER TO
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
Knowledge transformation - beyond transfer - is crucial in the Global South that have
many shared experiences, and similar contexts.

@YOUTH4SOUTH IS A PLATFORM TO SHARE
KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS
1.2 B live in the Global South have the ability to harness the potential and invest in
young people to be part of the political and social settings of their countries.
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MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL PARTNERSHIPS
The Global South is a pool of rich knowledge and capacities for mutual exchange,
without the need for any strings attached.

#youth4peace in a
better normal:
local, regional and
decolonial
approaches to
youth, peace
and security

What are the emerging issues of young people in peace and security
architecture?

Mr. Donovan Guttieres, UN Major Group for Children and Youth, Organizing Partner
Young people are not homogenous, we are a transitory phase; hence, the need for
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consultations towards constantly emerging issues including peace and climate justice.
The Security Council today needs to be fit-for-purpose to the realities of a world that
has changed from 1945 when the UN was first established.
We live in an age of digital interdependence. There is a risk for enhancing inequalities,
like the digital divide from the Global North-South, cyber threats ,and the use of data
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for surveillance, etc. - to what is essentially a global public good.
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What are some youth-led best practices across the regions?

Dr. Roman Chukov, Friends for Leadership (Russian Federation)
"Tolerance is at the heart of the matter. We must learm
cooperation. The more we exchange, the closer we are to shared
responsibility to peace."
"Our priority lies in rebuilding trust in various multilateral institutions.
Global digital governance is necesaary to set legal framework for
cooperation."

Mr. Alex Wang, Youthink Center (China)
"Young people share similar attitudes, across identities - everybody
wants peace. Especially during COVID19, we need to unite people,
and not cause further divisions."
"To build sustainable and inclusive world, we should unleash the
potential of young people, apply the methodology of social
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business and make use of technologies."
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How does meaningful North-South Cooperation look like?
Ms. Megan Doherty, Young Ambassador (UK)
As a young person from Northern Ireland, it is pertinent to create
opportunities for youth to understand diversity, by meeting peers
from other religious backgrounds, ethnicities, etc.
UK remains committed to the Commonwealth, where more
North-South cooperation can take place, at the same time, it
has been advocating for a UK Youth Ambassador to the UN, to
ensure intergenerational cooperation in the broader
international space.

Ms. Daphne Frias, March for Our Lives (USA)
As a minority in America, her community experiences revolve
around Diversity Coalitions in general for the Global South,
which remains to be a major issue in the current state of a very
diverse/ divisive nation.
Domestic and local peace actors are crucial to break the silos in
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peacebuilding, which go beyond public diplomacy and
international peace and security.
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High-Level Panel with P-5 Young Public Servants:
Meaningful Youth Engagement and South-South Cooperation
in Peace and Security
Ms. Cecile Mazzacurati,
UN DPPA/ UNFPA
Cochair, Global Coalition on Youth Peace Security
YPS AGENDA CAME FROM YOUNG PEOPLE
Youth Peace Security could be the only UN Security Council Resolution with texts that
came directly from youth, following consultations with thousands of young people, prior
to 2015. From this, we learned that peace is a lived experience for young people, of
different backgrounds; hence, the identification of the 5 pillars of participation,
protection, prevention, partnerships, and disengagement and reintegration.

REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS PLAY A KEY ROLE
Regions have played important roles in reaching governments and local actors on the
ground, including young people, from AU, to EU, to ASEAN, and many others. Very
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often, conflict and peace issues take place beyond the national level, which is why
regional bodies are a key stakeholder in the YPS discourse.
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High-Level Panel with P-5 Young Public Servants:
Meaningful Youth Engagement and South-South Cooperation
in Peace and Security
Ms. Aliye Mosaad,
UN DESA

UN YOUTH DELEGATE PROGRAMME
This programme is an opportunity for young people to be part of the decision making,
by engaging closely with their Permanent Missions, in ensuring that youth lenses are
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present in official delegation meetings. Increased Global South representation lies on
strengthened youth advocacy with their governments.

IANYD YOUTH CAUCUS
The UN Interagency Network on Youth Development is a 55-member network of UN
agencies working on meaningful youth engagement. DESA is the permanent co-chair,
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alongside a rotating UN, and the IANYD Youth Caucus, which coordinates formal youth
constituencies linked with UN processes and other civil society youth entities. The 4
current Regional Youth Caucuses are Asia Pacific, Latin America Caribbean, Africa and
Middle East North Africa.

Regional Breakouts

1

Asia Pacific Region
Moderated By: Mridul Upadhay, UNOY
Peacebuilders and Bryan Gonzales,
National Society of Parliamentarians /
Asian Youth Peace Network
Discussants: Bhushan Dahal (SAARC),
Agatha Natania (ASEAN), Khishi Enkhbayar
(East), Abdul Shaheed (Pacific), Cholpon
Dobulbekova (CIS)

Topic: Geo-politics and YPS Priorities
in Asia Pacific
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2

peace is
cross-cutting
Education, physical and mental health, food
security and many other SDGs are central to
the Sustaiining Peace nexus.

peace education
intergenerational
Learning and unlearning never ends from
child development, to youth empowerment,
to adult learning, comein many different
formal and informal forms.

3

consultations
are impt. in a
diverse region
Multi-stakeholder partnerships must include
everyone at the table - governments, private
partners, civil society and the grassroots.

FFL Rapporteur: Sharifah Norizah

Regional Breakouts
Middle East and North Africa Region
Moderated By: Khaled Emam, Justice Call
and Doaa Alabdallat, UNOY Peacebuilders
Discussants: Lama Drebati -Syria, Ayoub
Dhanoon (Iraq), Nidal Benali (Morocco), Ola
Al-Aghbary (Yemen)

Topic: MENA YPS Coalition Building
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1

COVID19 insists
whole of systems
approach
While peace is very much about armed
conflict, gender-based violence and
genocide, the pandemic puts human
security and inclusion at the heart of it all.

2
3

youth as digital
citizens
The increasing usage of social media to
spread radical beliefs encourages youths to
decipher online information carefully.

conflict is a lived
experience
The Global South continues to experience
the impacts of neo-colonialism, including
civil wars. The values of diversity and
inclusion are crucial to prevention and
protection measures.

FFL Rapporteur: Salah Tiar

Regional Breakouts
Latin America and Caribbean Region
Moderated By: Catalina Salazar, UNOY
Peacebuilders
Discussants: Monserrat Irazoqui – MexicoAsha
Cowell- Caribbean, Matias Lara – Argentina

Topic: Youth Under Attack: Reimagining
our Future – Protecting Human Rights of
the Youth
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1

we need
evidence-based
policy inputs

Research and institutional frameworks are
needed in order to build sustainability
across generations of peacebuilders.

2
3

youth and dayto-day action
Young people are the positive actors of
every day resistance.

do not stay silent
From organized crime to gender-based
violence, young people in the region need
to continue to dream, and work towards
their collective goals.

Special Rapporteur: Jose Roberto Cabral

Regional Breakouts
Africa Region
Moderated By: Mohamed Edabbar, African
Union Youth Ambassador for Peace
Discussants: Imrana Alhaji Buba (Nigeria),
Naya Queen (Botswana),
Dennis Sankale (Kenya)

1
2

Topic: Silencing the Guns
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3

technical
expertise
Inter-regional exchange is crucial in sharing
best practices, skills and knowledge,
especially in matters of peace and security.

youth need to be
involved in policy
Young people are not just perpetrators of
violence. They should be reintegrated as
part of the solution through access to
decision making spaces.

youth as an
important asset
in peacebuilding
When youths are empowered and provided
opportunities for participation, peace and
resilience will follow.

FFL Special Rapporteur: David Okaptuma

Regional Breakouts
Europe and North America
Moderated By: Emelie Weski, National
Council of Swedish Youth Organizations
Discussants: Isatou Svenungston (Sweden),
Aniqah Zowmi (Canada), Pegah Moulana
(UK), Ahad Shah (USA)

Topic: Meaningful North-South
Partnerships
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1

indigenous
caretakers of
land

Indigenous autonomy is at the crux of local
peacebuilding and decolonization in the
Western world.

2
3

intersections of
migrant
identities

Education and other institutions need to go
beyond the agenda of homogenising the
"White male" narrative.

youth rights
against ageism
In an age of trade wars between the East
and West, young people need the capacity
to engage as equal partners in every global,
regional, national and local process.

FFL Special Rapporteur: Aleksandra Samatova

FEATURED PROJECT: Kids of Kathmandu (SDG4 xSDG9xSDG13)
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"Kids of Kathmandu’ is primarily focused on SDG 4
by focusing on reducing inequalities between the
quality of education among schools in urban
cities and schools in rural parts of Nepal. With
SDG 9 and 13, our schools are not only engineered
to be a safe creative learning environment but
also takes into account local resources and
topography to create an efficient and sustainable
structure that meets the needs of the school
community. Our schools use rammed earth
construction solutions which do not only use
sustainable, economical, non-toxic and
non-pollutant building materials but also regulate
indoor relative humidity which creates a
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comfortable indoor condition for the students.
Guided by SDG 8 and 11, we organize trainings
and create a decent work environment and
income source for the local community. We want
our schools to stand more than mere building

#IYC4PEACE
#YOUTH4SOUTH

structures, so we provide a network of services
and supplies which benefit the school students,
teachers and the community as a whole.
- Bhushan Dahal, Friends of Education, FFL

FEATURED PROJECT: Business Woman Africa (SDG5 xSDG 8)
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Business Woman Africa was founded by a
young woman entrepreneur in Botswana. The
organization aims to elevate more business
women in the wider continent to realize the full
potential of their enterprises. It has been
working with young African women leaders, as
well as established business women, to build
mentorship programmes and networks for the
next generation of business women to navigate
the vicissitudes of the business world.

The Pandemic was a wake up call to Africa and
African Businesses to adopt and migrate to the
Digital Economy. Business Woman Africa joined
the world in finding opportunities and solutions
for young entrepreneurs by building an App
that allows Botswana small businesses to
register and upload their product and services
this will for free of charge automatically
register and upload one’s business in its new
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website: www.buwamarket.com.

- Naya Queen, Friends of Equality, FFL

FEATURED PROJECT: Global Attitude Brazil
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"Global Attitude Institute is a
non-profit, non-partisan Civil Society
Organization of Public Interest (OSCIP)
whose operations transcend regional
and national borders.
It was founded in 2011 with the mission
to connect people, organizations and
governments, inspiring them to better
understand and transform the world.
During the pandemic, a team of FFL
members joined forces for a course
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at the Global Attitude Institute:
Immersion in Advanced Techniques
of International Negotiation:
www.cursos.globalattitude.org.br."
- Rodrigo Reis, Global Attitude
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FEATURED PROJECT: Cartas Por La Sanacion
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Letters for Healing is an
initiative to show our
solidarity, empathy and
deep interconnection
through letters written to
the people most
affected by COVID-19 in
this time of pandemic.

FEATURED PROJECT: MENA YPS Coalition
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The first youth-led regional coalition in Middle
East and North Africa enjoins solidarity for
youth (males and females between the ages of
18-29) to participate in a practical way in
creating peaceful and safe societies.
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FEATURED PROJECT:
Youth Core Group for Atrocity Prevention (Responsibility to Protect)
"In line with the R2P mandate, Youth Core group for Atrocity Pretension has
recently developed its strategy. The vision is to strengthen grassroots youth
advocacy on atrocity prevention and Responsibility to Protect in Asia Pacific.

I want to stress that there is value in engaging young people and give them
ownership of their work - engagement from the planning to implementation
and result acknowledgement should be ensured. Very often we heard that
youth are not stable enough to take plans constructively, make the proper
decisions, and create the result. Our experience in Rohingya response and the
statements we heard today proves differently. The global approaches taken in
areas of peace and security should serve to empower regional and local
actors to more effectively contribute to the universal agenda of sustainable
peace for all."

-Mr. Mofaq Kharul Taufiq,
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Youth Core Group for Atrocity Prevention
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Take-aways c/o Pacific Youth Council and Asian Youth Council
Doodle By: Andrealyn Adelino, Tinajeros National Highschool, Philippines
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Take-aways c/o Pacific Youth Council and Asian Youth Council
Doodle By: Tui Ledua @kanalevu animation #TuiDraws
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Closing Remarks
Dr. Mohamed Maliki Rapiee is the Director of the International Youth
Centre in Cherras, Malaysia, which is rebranding itself as a Centre of
Peace. He also remains as Secretary General of the Asian Youth
Council. Previously, he served as President of Malaysian Youth
Council for 2 terms. For many years, he served in the education
system in his home state.
International Youth Centre Foundation (IYC) Kuala Lumpur is a partner agency of
Ministry of Youth and Sports Malaysia. IYC is a youth development centre aims on
internationalization of youth equipped with conducive facilities for youth programs.

Established on 6th February 1985 with the support of Malaysian government through
a cabinet decision, the construction of the centre was donated by a well-known
Japanese Calligrapher, the late Tan Sri Kampo Harada. Currently, it is located on a
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4-acre land at Bandar Tun Razak, Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. IYC has been
hosting various youth activities such as courses, workshops, seminars etc. with
various international and local youth.

Since 2017, IYC Kuala Lumpur has marked a 5-year Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) journey with focus on: 1) Indigenous peoples,2) Young Women and 3) Youth
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in the rural areas. To date, IYC Kuala Lumpur has partnered with NGOs and Social
Entrepreneurs to succeed in various initiatives including leadership, community
training, relevant facilities, volunteerism, provision of clean water and education.
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